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First Term of Teaching 
Congratulations on your first term of ITT. These early weeks have formed a strong        
foundation for your career as a teacher. With the immersive school experience and 
core training, you have not only been given the theory and knowledge to underpin your 
profession but you have been developing your practice in the classroom, which is 
where it all counts.  

For more information about Carmel Teacher Training Partnership: 

Jackie Springhall 

01325 523455  

Jackiespringhall@carmel.org.uk 

 

“Your lessons are always good sir”  

For those who would like to join as a trainee in 2016, then I would highly recommend it. It has  
already been so rewarding and although it’s hard work, it’s great to watch the students achieve. 

In the last lesson I taught, the class really responded and a quote from my most challenging    
student was: “Your lessons are always good, sir”. This comment alone has made the whole    
process worthwhile.                    
Greg Urwin - Secondary trainee 

Science Club is Great Fun 

"I come from a science background so during my training I want to 
let the children see the value and vitality of the subject. Science is 
fun and so when I started St Bede's Primary school I set up an    
after school science club, called 'Eureka'.  

This really popular club has enabled students to engage in lots of 
experiments including: invisible writing, chromatography, balloon 
rockets, floating flowers and the clubs favourite experiment -Mentos 
and Coke. We have many more exciting experiments planned to 
finish off the term: making our own volcanoes and making some 
crystals with a surprise Christmas twist!                                        
Helen McManus-Reilly - Primary Trainee 

Trainees’ Teach Meet 

The Boat House, Durham was the venue for 

the first CTTP Teach Meet. The evening in 

November invited current trainees and NQTs 

to share good practice and resources. There 

was a great atmosphere of collegiality and 

friendship that enabled  teaching tips and   

ideas to be shared easily.   



Advice Welcome 

If I could turn the clock back seven weeks and prepare my former self for the first half term as a 
teacher trainee, there would be so much advice I could give. Things that have worked for me are: 

Using the support available to me from my mentor and PT within school, from Carmel and from 
other  trainees to address any worries or to improve my practice.  Being regarded as a teacher by 
the students helped me to grow into my new role and gave me real confidence in my professional 
development. Being considered a teacher by the most important people, the pupils, you            
immediately slot into your role.  

Ultimately, you can and will survive your first half term of training. Despite the fact that there will             
undoubtedly be days amongst your first few weeks where you think you are never going to make 
it to the end of the day, never mind become a successful teacher, but it does get easier.  

Finally, enjoy!  

Megan Cant—Secondary Trainee 

Trainee Words of Wisdom….. 

“You are continuously learning from your mistakes in teaching, and improving on that for next 
time.”  

“The most important advice I would give to myself starting training again 
would be that the support is there, so use it. The staff in your school and 
particularly, the training leads at Carmel, are always there to help you.” 

“This first half term has been a challenge in itself, but I tend to find that 
with every challenge comes a reward.” 

 “The training weeks and days with your colleagues are an amazing   opportunity to make friends 
with like-minded individuals and share your experiences. There was nothing more comforting than 
meeting people at training who were sharing similar experiences and being able to support each 
other”. 

“Sometimes a lesson is a hit, sometimes it’s not, but it’s about discovering my own teaching     
pedagogy that makes me take certain risks, rather than playing it safe.” 

“The school I am working in has been extremely helpful in getting me 
involved and the staff are great.” 

“Having the opportunity to lead extra-curricular activities has been a  
real achievement for me. It has given me the chance to get to know the 
pupils as individuals and to develop positive relationships with students 
outside of the classroom. I have found that that this has reaped benefits 
and students have shown.me more respect.” 

For more information about Carmel Teacher Training Partnership: 

Jackie Springhall 

01325 523455  

Jackiespringhall@carmel.org.uk 

 



Egg-cellent Primary Training! 

Some of our primary trainees recently tested their science skills and knowledge by creating a   

secure cradle for an egg to be dropped from a height without smashing. There were parachutes, 

rice crispies, cotton wool and sellotape as far as the eye could see. While most of the precious 

cargo survived, there were one or two trainees left with egg on their faces (see what we did 

there?). 

Writer Adam Bushnell delivered a Primary training session on 15th December 2015. Christmas 

jumpers were donned, and with props galore and creative juices flowing, it was a very successful 

day. Trainees gave glowing evaluations afterwards. 

Extra Curricular: Enjoyable and 

Rewarding For Everyone 

During my first weeks as a trainee I have          
embraced extra-curricular activities. I have taken 
over the running of the dance club, and we are 
working towards a performance in February. 

For my own professional development I have also 
been involved in the girls’ rugby team. The team 
has enjoyed some success and sharing the     
training and seeing their glory has enhanced my       
relationship with these learners.  

Attending the club has also significantly increased 
my teaching confidence and I will be adding rugby 
to my timetable. Being involved in other fixtures 
and events has been enormously enjoyable and 
rewarding.  

Alexandra Brown—Secondary Trainee 

Master Technology  
Quicker Than You Can 

Make a Cup of Tea 

 

www.undertenminutes.com 

 

This site has been created to offer all 
learners a quick and practical introduction 
to different technologies. Each video is 
less than 10 minutes long and will show 
the viewer how to upload a blog, or to    
create a cartoon or a Twitter account and 
so on. Many of these resources are free 
but it also contains videos for tools such 
as Google Apps, ActivInspire and Movie 
Maker. The idea being that any tool can 
be learnt in 10 minutes and this is the    
perfect length of time to show the videos 
as part of a staff training session or even 
in a lesson.  

For more information about Carmel Teacher Training Partnership: 

Jackie Springhall 

01325 523455  

Jackiespringhall@carmel.org.uk 

 



Resources 

 Make magazine’s videos and podcasts 
(blog.makezine.com/podcast) dozens of weekend 
projects for the DIY-minded. 

 The Orwell Diaries (orwelldiaries.wordpress.com)
publish George Orwell’s domestic and political      
diaries as a blog 

 iTunes (apple.com/itunes) is free,   amazing    
given that it offers recordings of lectures from some 
of the world’s most venerable institutions (Yale, Ox-
ford, Tate). 

 BBC Language (bbc.co.uk/languages)  

 The National Geographic 
(nationalgeographic.com) is full of startling    
photography and mind-expanding   writing on space, 
the environment, animals, even world music. 

 The Encyclopedia of Life (eol.org) is a giant work 
in progress: the idea is to generate a page on every     
species known to science. 

 What Should I Read Next
(whatshouldireadnext.com) suggests ideas for 
books you should read based on whatever you read 
last.  

 The National Society for Education in Art and       
Design www.nsead.org/  Leading national         
authority concerned with art, craft and design for all 
phases of     education in the United Kingdom.     
Provides news, events, resources, links and         
professional development 

 Discovery Education 
www.discoveryeducation.com transforms    
classrooms and inspires teachers with engaging   
interactive content and services that measure and 
improve student engagement. 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

 Second Trainee Progress 

Reports Due                  

18th December 2015 

 Second School        

Placements Start          

4th January 2016 

 Train To Teach Event     

6th January 2016, Carmel 

College 6pm-8pm 

 Subject Knowledge Day 

12th  2015 

 Mentor Workshop       

20th January 2016 

 Secondary PLT Meeting  

21st January 2016 

 Primary PLT Meeting                           

25th January 2016 

 Application Workshop    

26th January 2016, Curial 

Office, 50 The Avenue, 

Linthorpe, 6pm-8pm 

 Secondary PLT 3 Visits   

1st-12th February 216 

 Application Workshop    

3rd February 2016,          

St Cuthbert’s House,        

Newcastle, NE15 7PY, 

6pm-8pm 

 Primary PLT 3 Visits       

8th-12th February 2016 

 Submission of Second 

School Placement   

Trainee Progress         

Reports                        

12th February 2016 

For more information about Carmel Teacher Training Partnership: 

Jackie Springhall 

01325 523455  

Jackiespringhall@carmel.org.uk 

 

http://blog.makezine.com/podcast/
http://orwelldiaries.wordpress.com/
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For more information about Carmel Teacher Training Partnership: 

Jackie Springhall 

01325 523455  

Jackiespringhall@carmel.org.uk 

 

Jobs Board 

Reception Teacher—St Gregory’s Catholic 

Academy 

September 2016 

We are looking for an inspirational teacher to 
work in our Reception class.  You will be      
creative, forward thinking and have a talent for 
effective planning, teaching and assessment 
and a passion for working within the Early 
Years and Foundation Stage. 

St Gregory’s is an oversubscribed, large        
primary academy with a strong sense of     
community in the parish of English Martyrs and 
SS Peter and Paul, Stockton.   

Applications are warmly invited from              
experienced or newly qualified teachers 

For further information and application forms, 
please contact the Claire Hutton, (01325) 
254525.  

Closing date for return of completed 
applications:- 12 noon 20 January 2016 

Teacher of English—Carmel College 

Temporary One Year Contract 

September 15 – August 16 

The successful candidate will be supportive of 
the Christian ethos of the Academy, be an  
outstanding practitioner, committed to the idea 
of continual improvement and be able to     
promote a sense of enjoyment and       
achievement.   

We particularly welcome applications from 
teachers with the desire to support Drama who 
are either experienced or newly qualified.  The 
ability to teach to A level is desirable.   

For further information and application forms 
or to arrange a visit please contact           
Claire Hutton, PA to the Principal on (01325) 
254525.   

 

Closing date for return of completed 
applications:- 9 am 8 January 2016.   


