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Primary Subject Knowledge Development File

Self Audit
Complete the following audit of your skills and understanding in this subject area.  Choose one box for each area and rate this (Grey, Amber, Green , Purple):

   Grey :     no knowledge /confidence in this area and/or no experience.  

                    (Only grade yourself grey if you have no experience whatsoever of a particular aspect).
   Amber:   some knowledge in this area and/or limited experience and in need of further development        
   Green :    good knowledge in this area and /or some experience

   Purple :  totally confident in my knowledge of this area and/or lots of experience

The completed audits will be reviewed with your Mentor and used to create your Individual Training Plan
	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Baseline
	Summer

	Subject Knowledge
	
	

	Mu1
	How confident would you be to sing with children?


	
	

	Mu2
	How confident would you be to lead children in singing?


	
	

	Mu3
	What is your experience of playing a musical instrument on your own?


	
	

	Mu4
	What is your experience of playing a musical instrument / singing in a group?


	
	

	Mu5
	How would you rate your understanding of traditional musical notation?


	
	

	Knowledge of Pedagogy
	
	

	Mu6
	Are you able to give suggestions to improve a class or an individual singing?


	
	

	Mu7
	Can you give child-friendly definitions of the seven elements of musical terminology?
	
	

	Mu8
	Can you listen to a piece of music and consider aspects of importance to listen to?


	
	

	Mu9
	Do you think you understand the key teaching skills required for a music lesson?


	
	

	Pupil Development
	
	

	Mu10
	Do you have any knowledge of pupil development in relation to National Curriculum age related descriptors in music?
	
	

	Mu11
	Are you aware of the age related attainments at the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 in music?
	
	

	Mu12
	How do you rate your understanding of differentiation within music to allow all children of diverse needs to access it appropriately? (SEN/GT/EAL)
	
	

	Motivation / Attitude
	
	

	Mu13
	If you were required to teach a music lesson in the early part of your programme, how confident would you be to do this?


	
	

	Mu14
	Are you confident in your understanding of why music should be part of the primary school curriculum? 


	
	


1. Once the audit is complete, please carry out the pre-course task (before starting your training course). 

2. Pre training task(s) to be completed prior to the training day. 

3. Post training task(s) to be completed after the training day.  

Notes:

Signed:
____________________________________ (Trainee)
Date:
_____________

Signed:
____________________________________ (Mentor)
Date:
_____________
Pre-course Task
	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


1. Use the National Curriculum (2014 updated version) or if using an electronic version of this document, follow the link below and select Music.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-music-programmes-of-study
This will allow you to access the programmes of study for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Music
Read this section of the document. (If you are using the electronic version, you will have to select Key Stage 1 then go back and select Key Stage 2)

In light of what you have read, can you identify your main strengths and main areas for development in relation to your knowledge, skills and understanding of the music curriculum.
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	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Pre-course task
Complete the following reflections:

Do you currently, or have you ever played a musical instrument?

What is your experience of performing?  Think about choirs, bands, musical shows, singing in church, memories from school etc.

Write down some bullet points of skills that you think are required to be involved in musical work.

What advantages are there to providing musical opportunities in a school?

Pre training Task  - Lesson observation Music
	Date:
	
	Class:
	
	Topic:
	

	What was the objective ?
	

	How did the lesson link to Music  ?

	

	What specific Music  vocabulary was used ?

	

	What specific Music  resources were used  to teach ?

	

	What specific Music  resources were used  to support the learning of the children ?

	

	What specific Music  skills were used  by the children ?

	

	What did the children do, create or produce ?

	

	What did the children learn ?

	


Post training task
Following your Music training, reflect on how you could use the following core elements within your Music teaching . . . 
	Setting high expectations and managing behaviour ( CCF 1 and 7 )
Describe what you need to consider to . . 

· Develop a positive, predictable and safe environment aswell as a culture of respect and trust in the classroom within a Music lesson ?
· Maintain high standards in an Music lesson ?

	

	How pupils learn and classroom practice ( CCF 2 & 4 )

	Small steps
	Questioning

	Modelling / Scaffolding
	Repeated practice

	Checking understanding 
	Building on prior knowledge

	

	Subject and curriculum - engaging the learner ( CCF 3 & 4 )

	Curriculum / Activities to engage
	Resources to engage

	

	Adaptive Teaching ( CCF 5 ) 

	Identify potential barriers to learning
	Differentiate to allow all pupils to achieve

	

	Assessment (  CCF 6 )

	Assessment during the lesson
	Assessment after the lesson

	

	Through discussion with your mentor, identify ongoing target(s) from your training ( Record these in your reflective journal as well )

	


Supplementary subject knowledge development materials

The following materials are not compulsory but support the subject knowledge of any trainee that feels they need direction and structure. Use the audits as a guide, choosing key, weaker areas and linking them to activities to support development in that area.
Task Bank
Refer to the following document: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-music-programmes-of-study
What would you expect to see in the National Curriculum for Music for Key Stages 1 and 2?  Write down some of your ideas in this box.

Now access the National Curriculum for Music and read the requirements for KS1 and KS2.  What are the main differences between what you expected and what is actually there?
	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

Choose a piece of music.  Any piece – a pop song, an orchestra, your favourite track…

Which piece have you chosen?
________________________________________

As you listen to it, answer the following questions as best you can.

1. How would you describe the beat of the music?

2. Can you pick out any individual instruments that are playing?

3. Can you describe the style of music?

4. How does the music make you feel?  Use any words you feel appropriate.

	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

Anyone can learn to sing.  Singing is a skill like any other that can be achieved by practise and through acquiring the confidence and competencies required.

Confidence is the key factor for singing in the classroom.  The children will not think that you are utterly dreadful unless, of course, you believe that yourself!  

Try to follow these steps to help you, probably best attempted in the privacy of your own home…

Step 1
Stand up straight, but relaxed.  Allow yourself to breathe slowly in and out.  Breathe in for 5 seconds and out for 6.  Breathe in for 6 seconds and out for 7.  Don’t let your shoulders move upwards when you breathe in – allow your stomach to relax and move outwards (don’t worry – no one’s watching!).

Step 2
Choose a song that you know well (even “Happy Birthday” will do) and sing it out loud.

Step 3
Now sing it again but louder.

Step 4
Try singing your song and looking at yourself in the mirror as you do this.  If you can sing in front of yourself then you can sing in front of your children!

Take advantage of opportunities to sing.  Put on your favourite CD in the car and sing along.  Don’t worry about what other drivers are thinking – just sing and enjoy.  Then turn the volume down slightly so that you can hear your own voice and not just the CD.  Half of the battle is getting used to the sound of your own voice!
	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

Visit the following website: http://www.naxos.com/education/glossary.asp
Find out what the following musical words mean, and give a definition:

	Crescendo
	

	Diminuendo
	

	Fortissimo
	

	Forte
	

	Mezzoforte
	

	Mezzopiano
	

	Piano
	

	Pianissimo
	

	Lento
	

	Adagio
	

	Allegro
	

	Presto
	


	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

During your observation period in school, look for the following and write a short reflection on each.
1. When do children sing at school?

2. Who leads the singing?

3. What songs are used?

4. What skills do you think the leader uses when singing with the children?

5. How do the children react to the person leading the singing?

	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

Choose a piece of music.  Any piece – a pop song, an orchestra, your favourite track…
Which piece have you chosen?
________________________________________

As you listen to it, answer the following questions as best you can.

1. How would you describe the tempo of the music?

2. Can you pick out any individual instruments that are playing?

3. Does the music fall into any easily recognisable structure?

4. How does the music make you feel?  Use any words you feel appropriate.

	Subject Area: 
	Music
	Knowledge and Understanding 
Development Tasks


Task Bank

Assessment in music is a contentious discussion topic.  Thinking about the key aspects of Performing, Composing and Appraising can you think of any difficulties that could arise in assessing music?
How is music assessed in school ? What information is collected about each child ?
Record your information below.

Areas of Strength 
































Areas for development
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